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1 Section numbers editorially supplied. 

TERMINATION OF SECTION 

For termination of section by section 107 of 
Pub. L. 108–27, see Termination Date note 
below. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 6429, added Pub. L. 96–499, title XI, 
§ 1131(a)(1), Dec. 5, 1980, 94 Stat. 2691; amended Pub. L. 
97–34, title VI, § 601(a)(1)–(5), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 335, 
336; Pub. L. 97–448, title I, § 106(a)(1), (3), Jan. 12, 1983, 96 
Stat. 2387, 2388, related to credit and refund of chapter 
45 windfall profit taxes on domestic crude oil paid by 
royalty owners, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 100–418, title 
I, § 1941(b)(1), (c), Aug. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 1323, 1324, appli-
cable to crude oil removed from the premises on or 
after Aug. 23, 1988. 

TERMINATION DATE 

Amendments by title I of Pub. L. 108–27, enacting this 
section, subject to title IX of the Economic Growth and 
Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001, Pub. L. 107–16, 
§ 901, to the same extent and in the same manner as the 
provisions of such Act to which such amendments re-
late, see section 107 of Pub. L. 108–27, set out as an Ef-
fective and Termination Dates of 2003 Amendment note 
under section 1 of this title. 

§ 6430. Treatment of tax imposed at Leaking Un-
derground Storage Tank Trust Fund financ-
ing rate 

No refunds, credits, or payments shall be made 
under this subchapter for any tax imposed at the 
Leaking Underground Storage Tank Trust Fund 
financing rate, except in the case of fuels des-
tined for export. 

(Added Pub. L. 109–58, title XIII, § 1362(b)(3)(A), 
Aug. 8, 2005, 119 Stat. 1059.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 6430, added Pub. L. 97–448, title I, 
§ 106(a)(4)(A), Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2388, related to cred-
it or refund of windfall profit taxes to certain trust 
beneficiaries, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 100–418, title I, 
§ 1941(b)(1), (c), Aug. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 1323, 1324, applica-
ble to crude oil removed from the premises on or after 
Aug. 23, 1988. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 2005, and applicable to fuel 
entered, removed, or sold after Sept. 30, 2005, see sec-
tion 1362(d) of Pub. L. 109–58, set out as an Effective 
Date of 2005 Amendment note under section 4041 of this 
title. 

CHAPTER 66—LIMITATIONS 

Subchapter Sec.1 

A. Limitations on assessment and collec-
tion .................................................... 6501 

B. Limitations on credit or refund ............ 6511 
C. Mitigation of effect of period of limita-

tions ................................................... 6521 
D. Periods of limitation in judicial pro-

ceedings .............................................. 6531 

Subchapter A—Limitations on Assessment and 
Collection 

Sec. 

6501. Limitations on assessment and collection. 
6502. Collection after assessment. 
6503. Suspension of running of period of limitation. 
6504. Cross references. 

§ 6501. Limitations on assessment and collection 

(a) General rule 

Except as otherwise provided in this section, 
the amount of any tax imposed by this title 
shall be assessed within 3 years after the return 
was filed (whether or not such return was filed 
on or after the date prescribed) or, if the tax is 
payable by stamp, at any time after such tax be-
came due and before the expiration of 3 years 
after the date on which any part of such tax was 
paid, and no proceeding in court without assess-
ment for the collection of such tax shall be 
begun after the expiration of such period. For 
purposes of this chapter, the term ‘‘return’’ 
means the return required to be filed by the tax-
payer (and does not include a return of any per-
son from whom the taxpayer has received an 
item of income, gain, loss, deduction, or credit). 

(b) Time return deemed filed 

(1) Early return 

For purposes of this section, a return of tax 
imposed by this title, except tax imposed by 
chapter 3, 21, or 24, filed before the last day 
prescribed by law or by regulations promul-
gated pursuant to law for the filing thereof, 
shall be considered as filed on such last day. 

(2) Return of certain employment taxes and tax 
imposed by chapter 3 

For purposes of this section, if a return of 
tax imposed by chapter 3, 21, or 24 for any pe-
riod ending with or within a calendar year is 
filed before April 15 of the succeeding calendar 
year, such return shall be considered filed on 
April 15 of such calendar year. 

(3) Return executed by Secretary 

Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 
(2) of section 6020(b), the execution of a return 
by the Secretary pursuant to the authority 
conferred by such section shall not start the 
running of the period of limitations on assess-
ment and collection. 

(4) Return of excise taxes 

For purposes of this section, the filing of a 
return for a specified period on which an entry 
has been made with respect to a tax imposed 
under a provision of subtitle D (including a re-
turn on which an entry has been made showing 
no liability for such tax for such period) shall 
constitute the filing of a return of all amounts 
of such tax which, if properly paid, would be 
required to be reported on such return for such 
period. 

(c) Exceptions 

(1) False return 

In the case of a false or fraudulent return 
with the intent to evade tax, the tax may be 
assessed, or a proceeding in court for collec-
tion of such tax may be begun without assess-
ment, at any time. 

(2) Willful attempt to evade tax 

In case of a willful attempt in any manner 
to defeat or evade tax imposed by this title 
(other than tax imposed by subtitle A or B), 
the tax may be assessed, or a proceeding in 
court for the collection of such tax may be 
begun without assessment, at any time. 
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